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Met hodo logy

Technician links internal CMS collector IDs to URIs from 
different web sources

Harvard, WikiData, VIAF, ORCID

Start with IDs linked to the most specimens
Long tail of names with only a few specimens linked to 
them
Some of these might still be very interesting to link

Implement into RDF on virtual herbarium



Meise virt ua l herbarium

www.botanicalcollections.be



RDF ava ilable

http:/ / www.botanicalcollections.be/ specimen/
BR0000008367518/ rdf

www.botanicalcollections.be



Example o f enriched RDF

Bonpland



Applica t ions

Merge different enrichment endeavors, link other web 
sources

e.g. ISNI 

Validate specimen data to collector biographical data (e.g. 
collection dates)

Easier localization of (type) specimens from certain 
collectors



St a t s

Ca. 1.7M specimens (to be) on virtual herbarium

71% of specimens with digitized/known collector linked
0.96M out of 1.35M

731 collectors linked
18 hours of work
Out of 907 processed collector names, 175 could not be 
linked.



St a t s: URIs per co llect o r & source



Out st anding issues

Multiple entries of same person (?)
What degree of certainty do we recommend as a 
requirement for a link to be mad?

Collector teams (est. 5-10% of MBG herbarium specimens)

GDPR and living collectors?

Integration with Darwin Core / GBIF?
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