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CETAF „Botany Pilot“

To demonstrate …

• principles
• usefulness, and
• feasibility

… of semantic annotation of 
collection data.
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What‘s the problem?
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What‘s the problem?

• Data are represented as free texts.
• The same “thing” (e.g. person) can 

have different representations.
• Different “things” can have the same 

representation.
• A major problem for data integration 

and analyses.
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How we would like to publish data
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How we would like to publish data
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CETAF semantic annotation campaign

• Annotation of collection 
data with links to semantic 
resources.

• Starting with persons 
(collectors).

• Resources: WikiData, 
VIAF, ORCID, HUH.
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Result of the annotation campaign so far

1,460,000 annotated specimens



Güntsch: The Botany Pilot

The „Botany Pilot“ on the web

• A dynamic web page on which information from various 
sources are pulled together for variable Wikidata IDs 
refering to botanists:

• Wikidata (biography)
• Specimens from participating collections
• BIONOMIA (more specimens)
• EUROPEANA (multimedia content)
• BHL (Literature)
• …
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The „Botany Pilot“ on the web
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Next steps
• Work on geographical annotation has 

started.
• Bachelor thesis (Marcus Ernst): 

‘Development of a service endpoint 
integrating semantic collection data from 
botanical databases and other information 
systems.’

• DFG Proposal : ‘Priority-driven semantic 
annotation of collection data’

• Publication (submitted)
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• Mathias Dillen Botanic Garden Meise
• Marcus Ernst BGBM
• David Fichtmüller BGBM
• Anton Güntsch BGBM
• Elspeth Haston Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
• Jörg Holetschek BGBM
• Roger Hyam Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
• Heimo Reiner Vienna Natural History Museum
• Dominik Röpert BGBM
• Quentin Groom Botanic Garden Meise
• Andreas Plank BGBM
• David Shorthouse Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
• Maarten Trekels Botanic Garden Meise
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