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Concepts 

• Content Management system describing metadata and contact 
coordinate of European museums and collections 
 

• Provides a  global view of natural science collection holding 
institutes.  

 
• Facilitates discoverability of European collections 

 
• Assists high-level reporting; digitisation prioritisation. Show cases 

uniqueness.  
 

• Is nourished with a more automated and direct data entry and 
updating.  
 

 
 



URL 

 

 

 

https://collections.naturalsciences.be/cpb/ 
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Editing view 
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• Visibility of MIDS level + average computation 
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Technical 

1. Zope/Plone system 

2. Data exposed to HTTP REST API 

1. Copied to ElasticSearch 

2. Linked to the search engine of the new CETAF 
website 

3. Exposed to DISSCO and related project 

 

 

 



REST API 



• Linkage with controlled vocabularies 
– Collection classification derived from 

Synthesys/ICEDIG 
– JACS3 for research domains 
– TDWG ecological areas 
– DarwinCore categories 

 

• Possible linkage with other system to get / 
provide collection metadata (via ElasticSearch) 
– E.g. GeoCASE (as input) 
– DISSCO (as output) 

Linkage 



• Identifiers schema 

– GRID (institutions) 

– Wikidata (institutions) 

– GrSCiColl (Collections) 

– ORCID (persons) 

Linkage 



• Institutions 
– https://darwin.naturalsciences.be/elasticsearch_cetaf_pas

sport/institutions_full  

• Collections 
– https://darwin.naturalsciences.be/elasticsearch_cetaf_pas

sport/collections_full  

• Facilities 
– https://darwin.naturalsciences.be/elasticsearch_cetaf_pas

sport/facilities  

• Taxonomic expertises (people) 
– https://darwin.naturalsciences.be/elasticsearch_cetaf_pas

sport/expertises  

ElasticSearch endpoints 
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URL and contact 

https://collections.naturalsciences.be/cpb/ 

 patrick.semal@naturalsciences.be  

 

https://collections.naturalsciences.be/cpb/
https://collections.naturalsciences.be/cpb/
https://collections.naturalsciences.be/cpb/
mailto:patrick.semal@naturalsciences.be

