
State Museum of Natural History 
Stuttgart 

Schloss Rosenstein houses the biological  
exhibition and gives an overview of today’s  
animal kingdom and the Earth’s major  
ecosystems. 

In the Museum am Löwentor, you can  
see findings from primeval times, from  
the earliest dinosaurs to the ice ages. 



State Museum of Natural History Stuttgart SMNS 

Staff (97 permanent + 53 temp.): 
• 19 + 14 scientists 
• 24 preparators + technicians 
• 12 pos. of administrative personnel 
• 55 others (for education, maintenance,  

  attendance etc.) 

• 11 trainees 
• 218 volunteers  
  (mainly in field mapping projects) 

Collections (> 11 m specimens): 
• vertebrates  500,000 
• molluscs  1 m 
• insects (s.l.) 4.8 m 
• plants  1 m 
• fossils  4.1 m 
• minerals 40,000 
 

• ca. 39,000 type specimens 



Digitisation at the Naturkundemuseum 
Stuttgart: 

• Introduction of IMDAS in 1998 

– Currently 500,000 datasets 

• Introduction of the Diversity Workbench in 2015 

– currently 220,000 datasets (179,000 transferred  

    from IMDAS): 321,000 to be migrated (mainly Palaeontology) 

•  Web portals: 

– Type specimens 

• 38.947 types (16,471) & cited specimens (22,476) 

– Taxon portal (“metadata portal“) 

• 39,835 taxa of insects currently, but not yet completed 



http://www.dbsmns.naturkundemuseum-bw.de/work5/dev4/ 



http://www.dbsmns.naturkundemuseum-bw.de/work5/dev4/ 



http://meta.smns-bw.org/dev/datenbank.php?sect=zent_1_4i 



Digitisation projects  
(third party funded): 

• GFBio (German Federation of Biological Data) 

– SMNS is one of 7 GFBio Data Centers 

• GBOL (German Barcode of Life) 

– Coordinator of parasitoid wasps and spiders 

• BiNHuM (Biodiversity Network of Herbaria & Museums) 

–  Phase 1 (partners: BGBM, SMNK, SNSB, ZFMK) 

–  Phase 2 (submitted, partners: BGBM, MfN, SMNK,  

     SNFG, SNSB, ZFMK) 

• DifA (Digitisation of wet preserved arthropods) 

– Best practice to digitise specimens preserved in  

     alcohol 



Digitisation projects (SMNS): 

• “Metadata“ survey 

• Micro CT  

• digital macro- und microphotography (incl. SEM) 

• Scanning of herbarium sheets 

• Scanning of insect drawers  

 




